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THE GENUINE 


E343 . E, &c. 
JOHN OVERAN, 


OTHERWISE, 


JOHN WILLIAMS, 


Who was capitally Convicted on 7 Þurſday the 
_ ... 8th Day of December, 1774, for robbing Mr. 
Venadles, in the Tower, of Three Bank Notes, 
and Money to the amount of 80 1. 


AL8 o, 
An Account of the many Robberies they commit- 
ted, for one of which they received Sentence of 
Death near four Years ago, in the County of 
Surry; afterwards pardoned on Condition of 
Tranſportation. Their breaking out of Jail, 
and robbing Mrs. Wrally of a Bank Note, for 
which his Companion, received Sentence of 
Death. His receiving his former Sentence. His 
being tranſported, and his return ſoon after; and 
the Manner of committing the Robbery for 
- Which he received Sentence of Death. 


To which is' Added, 


An Account of his Favourite Girl, and two of his Com- 
panions, Eatley and. Withall. 


The noted Cox, or William Hawkes, 
Sixteen-String Jack, alias Rann ;— 
Read this Hero's —— he's he Man. 
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JOHN O VERA N, 
OTHERWISE, 


JOHN WILLIAMS. 


PAPA 


T HE laws of this nation are very wiſely 
| framed by our fore-fathers for the puniſh- 
ment of offenders, if it was a little more attend- 
ed to by the magiſtrates in and about this metro- 
polis, by making ſuch enquiries in their different 
deviſions, to find out ſuch public-houſes where 
they ſuffer evening clubs, fiddling and dancing, 
| &c, the greateſt part of which attends thoſe 

places of nightly amuſements, are not. above 
e twenty, 
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twenty, and ſome. not ſixteen years of a 
and headed by a chairman; very night 3. 4 
this young ſociety intends to break up, they have 
a new one croivned, with the ceremony of a gal- 
lon of beer, and a ſong ſung ſuitable to the night ; 
this often times obliges them to detain till eleven 
or twelve o'clock at night. They being moſtly 
apprentices and the ſons of tradeſmen, are afraid 
to go to their reſpective homes, and by that means 
thoſe that have money, get along with girls of the 
town, or other bad company, as long as it holds 
out, which is often attended with evil conſequen- 
ces, by catching bad diſorders, &c. and not be- 
ing villing to inform their friends, until it is toq 
late, by which means many a youth is cut off, or 
their conſtitution ruined in their prime of life. 

In the other hand, others that are afraid, or in 
fact, rather aſhamed, to ſee their maſters or pa- 
rents, ſkulk about the ſtreets, till neceſſity drives 
them to worſe actions; ſuch as robbing on the 
keys, picking pockets, ſlipping into ſhops at 
night, and ſtealing the money out of the tills, and 
ſuch moveables as are convenient for them when 
the owners back is turned; and in the day time, 
. they frequently reſort Tower hill, Morefields, and 
many other ſuch like places, to gamble away 
what they got over night. 

By thoſe inducements, and in general keeping 
company with a girl, and their little income not 
ſufficient to ſupport their extravagence, they be- 
take themſelves o more capital imploy ments, 
ſuch as highway - robbe ries, ſtreet· robberies. ſhop- 
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lifting, houſe-breaking, &c. thar even for ſomę 
ſeſſions paſt, the moſt capital offences have been 
committed by misfortunate youths, ſcaccly twen- 
ty, and ſome not eighteen years of age; which 
if the magiſtrates would ftop in time, might bo 
the means ot preſerving the property of tradeſ- 
men, and many young lads from the galloas, and 
the happineſs of their diſconfolate parents, that 
often proves fatal to the whole family. 
Another thing I will put the public in mind 
U, that is, that ſome years ago, 4 thief was very 
eautious in robbing any one of their watches, 
rings, plate, &c. but at this time, ſome of the 
old thieves, though young in years, will make 
their brag, that, if they could ſteal the king's 
crown, they could diſpoſe of it; which makes 
an old ſaying, a very true one, Mas there no re- 
ci vers, their would be but few thieves. . 
There have not been, ſcarce, any capital rob- 
bery committed for ſome years paſt, but it was 
proved on evidence, that they are in general, 
EWS that purchaſes the property, known it to 
e ſtolen, and for one quarter what the real value 
is; and if they happen to be found out, they 
commonly are admitted an evidence, if not they 
are ordered for tranſportation for ov Fourteen 
Years, — To them no puniſhment at all. 

Now, the only thing I could recommend for 
the ſervice of the nation in general, would be as- 
follows: That an act ſhould be made fer e- 
very Jew to pay double taxes; and that, if any 
of the lower ſort run in debt, committed any 
thieft, or frauds under falſe pretences, or receĩv- 
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olen goods, the rich Jews ſhould be obliged 
to make the ſufferers a reſtitution for their loſs, 

If the above ſcheme was put in execution, it 
would be the means of preventing moſt of the 
poorer ſort from coming here, and a ſervice. to 
molt of our ſhop-keepers in England; for by 
their artful ways, they drive into every branch 
of buſineſs, to the prejudice of a true born Eng- 
gliſhman; who, in time of war, is obliged to ſerve 
their king and country, and they, at the ſame 
time, indulged going about with all ſorts of 
merchandize, and half of them even without a 
licence, to the great detriment of the fair trader, 
and a ſcandle to thoſe in power, who might pre- 
vent ſuch a neuſance, for the good of the nation 
in general, and an honour to our moſt gracious 
Sovereign. 

The above hints I will now leave to the con- 
ſideration of my ſuperiors, and proceed to the 
account of this unhappy young man, the ſubje& 
of our hiſtory. 


THE, 
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N 
TP HE young hero, whom I am going to give 
an account of, was the ſon of Mr. Overan, 
a jeweller, in the city of Cork, and kingdom of 
Ireland; who broughr him up in a genteel man- 
ner, and beſtowed ſuch learning on him, as was 
ſuitable to his tender years. 4 

When he was about the age of-thirteen years, 
his father and mother, and their ſon, embarked 
for England, where they ſoon after arrived, and 
immediately came to London. His father bein 
at that time in good circumſtances, took a houk 
at Chelſea, and lived in a very genteel manner, 
and every day promiſed him ſucceſs in buſineſs, 
When his ſon arrived to the age of fourteen, he 
bound him apprentice to himſelf, to learn the 
art of jewellery, which he was very attentive to, 
and in a year or two, became a good hand for 
the time he had been under tuation, which was 
a great comfort to his parents, who indulged him 
in any little amuſement he thought proper ; and 
our little hero being parricularly fond of pidgeons, 
kept ſeveral pairs for fancy. 

Some time after, it pleaſed God to call his 
father to his laſt home, and his mother carried on 
her huſband's. buſineſs, and had her ſon turned 
over to her. But ſhe looſing her huſband, and 
being over fond of him, ſhe indulged him 
in looking after his pidgeons, and other amuſe- 
ments, that at laſt he growed ſo negligent in his 
buſineſs that he would do nothing but what he 
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Soon after he got acquainted with one Jolin '> 
Eatley, who was extravagent like, himſelf, and 
they getting acquainted with women of the town, 
and not able to ſupport them, they took to high- 
way robberies, houſe-breaking, &c. which they 

committed with great ſucceſs. - | 
They went to "different public houſe where | 
they thought there was money, plate, &c and q 
called for wine or punch, and they appearing like | 
gentlemen, were in general introduced into the 
parlour, or private room, which contained a bur- 
reau or cupboard, where generally the publican 
keeps his money, and effects of value. When 
ws find an opportunity, and the publican buly, 
they by means of falſe keys, opens all the drawers, 
and taking out every thing of value, get off even 
unſuſpected. 
About four years ago John Eatley and Over- 
ran, went to the houſe of Mrs. Stones, at the 

Star and Garter in Putney, and being genteelly 
dreſſed, they were admitted into the room where 
Mrs. Stone's property was, and by falſe keys, 
robbed her to the amount of two hundred and 
fifty pounds worth, in money, plate and rings, and 

got clear off; but ſoon after they were both ap- 
prehended and committed to take their trials at 
the aſſizes for the county of Surrey; but none 
of the property being found upon chem when ta- 
ken, they were detained till the next affizes, and 
then acquitted for want of ſufficient evidence: 

This long conſinement hindered them greatly 
in their wicked employment, and, indeed, one 


would init the hardſhips they ſuffer in a ail; 
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beſides being loaded with weighty irons, would 
be a ſufficient caution to them never to be guilty 
of the like again, 

Soon after they were diſcharged, Eatle, Oye- 
ran and his girl he then cohabited with, went to 
Ireland, where they committed ſeveral frauds and 
daring robberies; at laſt his companion, Eatley, 
was apprehended and tried, and received ſentence 
of death, but Overan and his girl made their e- 
ſeape and got ſafe to England, where - ſhe ſoon 
afrerwards died. 

A ſhort time after her death, he took lodgings 
at Croydon, and paſt for a young gentleman, 
where he became acquaiuted with Iſaac Votier, 
and T hos. Withall, whoſe mother-in law kept the 
ſign of the Ship at Croydon, where there was a 
box club held; this unkappy culprit ſpending 
more than his abilities would afford of to keep u 
the gentleman, perſwaded them to rob the houſe 
of the club box and money. 

Accordingly on the 8th day of July, 1771, | 
about one or two o'clock in the morning, they 
got a ladder, and Withall got in at the window 
of the room where the box was, and handed it to 
Overan, which, with the contents, they carried 
Clear off. 

In the morning the robbery was diſcovered, 
being blown abour the town, a neighbour who 
lives near the place where the fact was commit- 
ted, declared he ſaw Withall deliver a box out o 
the window to Overan he being Mrs. Perciful's 
ſon in law, did not ſuſpect any harm of him till 
the affair was diſcovered, as he belonged to the 
88 5 9 
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By the above intelligence they were advertif- 
ed, and all three apprehended, and carried be- 
fore a Juſtice; the witneſs not being able to 
prove any. thing againſt Votier, he was acquitted, 
and Overan and Withail fully committed to take 
their trials at the aſſizes held in the Auguſt fol- 
lowing, before the Hon. Baron Smythe. The 
witneſs ſwearing to their perſons, and the box 
being found in a field about a mile from the 
houſe, and the money taken out; and they not 
been able to bring ſufficient proof where the 
were the night the robbery was committed, they 
were found guilty, But, the judge finding ſome 
favourable circumſtances, they were reſpited till 
the next aſſizes, and left to the opinion of the 
twelve judges, who unanimouſly agreed to their 
former ſentence. However, by the intereſt of 
ſeveral friends, and the humanity of the judge, 
they were only ordered for tranſportation. for 

leven years. | 


—— = — 


The following humourous affair happened to 
Overan, while he and Withall were under con- 
finement in the New Jail, Southwark : | 


Overan being drinking with ſome of his fel- 
low-ſufferers, one night in the tap of the ſaid jail, 
pretty heartly, till all the money they could muſ- 
ter was expended, a motion was made by Jack, 
being always the leading man, for ways and 
means for the enſuing day. Several propoſed 
methods, but to no effect. D- n me,, ſays 
FA *© | Jack, 
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Jack, call for a gallon .of beer among you and 


I'll plan a Scheme, —Accordingly the beer was 


had in, and all impationed to here the event : 
Overan being ſenfible that Mr. Shillingſworth's 
who kept the tap of the ſaid jail, formerly kept 
a ſlop- hop, and there ſtill remained on his hands, 
ſeveral ſailors jackets, trowſers, hats, &c. which 
was juſt the neceſſary apparatus to execute Jack's 
e As ſoon as he found that they could 
be compleatly rigg ged for any cruize, having a 
very light iron on, and naturally of a merry alert 
diſpoſition, jumped on the table, and cried out, 
« D---n me, boys, we'll go a preſſing.“ 
This ſeemed rather a miſtery to the members 
that were preſent being truly ſenſible of their 
confinement; but, however, they ſpent the night 
in merriment, and the whole was left till morn- 
ing. 

Accondiogly a large ſhip's ffag was procured, 
and every one (priſoners) furniſhed with jackets, 
trowſers, little round hats, and large orange cock- 
kades, with Hag-handkerchiets, ſailor like, round 
their nacks, and a ratan in their hand, to the 
number of twelve or fourteen. The following 
ſix was the head of the gang; Capt. Overan, 
commander in chief; Lieuts. Withall, Thomas, 
Jones, Carrol, and Gordon; this was rhe noted 

ack Gordon the thief- taker, who was afterwards 
run through the body with a large knife, by a 
glaſshouſe: man in attempting to take him on an 
execution. 


Being 
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Being all neatly dreſſed, about nine 6 clock in 
the morning they hoiſted their broad flag in the 
middle of the yard, and gave three cheers, which - 
when Ar. tall, the keeper, obſerved, not hear- 
ing of the affair before, he called Green the turn- 
key, to know what the Devil was the matter, and 
why he ſuffered a preſs-gang to enter the jail, 
without his orders; but when he came to be in- 
formed it was only a ſcheme to raiſe ſome drink; 
he generouſly gave them half a crown for his 
ſmart-money, and laughed heartly. 

Ths rigg they kept up with amazing ſucceſs 
for leveral days, preſſing every man that entered 
the gail that did not enter a volunteer; a volun- 
tecr was ſevenpence, and a preſs'd man was what 
mone they could get for ſmart- money. 

They drank the firſt day near thirty gallons of 
beer, and when the flag was ſtruck at night, they 
had-eighteen ſhillings and ſome pence good in 
mone 

They followed this ſcheme for ſome time, un- 
til, in fact, the people was affraid to go in to ſee 
their friends; at laſt Mr. Hall was obliged to 
lower their flag, and diſperſe the gang to their 
difierent apartments. 

Another merry joke happened between Over- 
an and a countryman whom they had preſſed, 
and proved rather ruſty, ſe thai oy were obliged 
to confine him in the black hole, which was the 
tap-room, until he had paid his ſmart-money : 
— Being drinking together, and Jack taking off 
the coumryman to pleaſe his companions, rather 
freely, the ſtranger coſe up in a great paſſion, 


and 
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and ſwore, He'd be d---n if the wou'd'ent fight 
« that pratting monkey for a crown's worth of 
« beer.” (not obſerving the iron on his leg. 
. — ſays Overan. The money was de- 
* and laid in the landlord's hand, and 

ch went into the yard and ſtrip'd to the buff 4 
the countryman, being a tall luſty fellow, Jack 
looked like David toGolliagh.—However, Over- 
an, having numbers of ſeconds, jumped about 
him, and bore two or three blows, but getting in- 
to cloſe grips with him, began beating the coun- 
tryman's ſhins ſeverely with his iron, that, in a 
ſhort time, he was glad to give out, and ſwore, 
© He'd be d---n'd if Jack's ſhoes was not paved 
with horſe nails;” and naturally concluded 
him to be a Welt countryman, he underſtood 
kicking fo well. He allowed the wager to be 
loſt, and ſpent the remainder of the night with 
them, as a Volunteer ! 

Jpſt before the tranſports was ordered off, 
they in the night ſawed off their irons, and by 
the aſſiſtance of tools and pick-lock keys, broke 
and unlocked ſeveral locks, and forced their way 
into the yard, got ovet a high wall, and ſo made 
their eſcape. 

It was upwards of ſix months before they were 
heard of, and in that time they had committed 
ſeveral robberies but, by an information of 
Withall's girl, that he kept company with, they 
were apprehended, and brought before Sir John 
Fielding. They were advertiſed, and their per- 
ſons deſcribed, when Mrs. Weally, that keeps a 
publie-houſe on Haddle-Hill, near Doctor's- 
Commons, 
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Commons, proved, that Withall and Overan, 
came to her houſe and had ſomething to drink; 
that they wanted change, and on going to give 
the change, ſhe unfortunately pulled out a Bank 
Note of Thirty Pounds; that Withall ſnatched 
the note out of her hand, and both made their 
eſcape. 

They were both committed to Newgate to 
take then trials at the Old Bailey, where Wit- 
hall received ſentence of death; and Overan, as 
he did not ſteel the note, was ſent back to the 
New. jail, Southwark. 

At the next aſſizes, in Auguſt, 1773, he re- 
cerved his former ſentence of tranſportation, and 
went on board with the other tranſports, about 
fifteen months ago, ſo that it is imagined he was 
not above three months out of England, before 
he returned to Hannah Harris, his girl again, 
who paſſed for his wife ; but we may ſay, for 
one of her fort, her like is ſeldom or ever to be 
met with; for in all his troubles ſhe never for- 
ſook him, but ſupported him in meat, drink 
and money, through all his confinement; and in- 
deed, it was generally thought, that ſhe was the 
only perſon that conveyed the ſaws, tools, &c. 
when they made their eſcapes. 

About three months after his tranſportation, 
ſhe took a houſe near Ratcliff-highway, and pur 
herſelf and mother in deep mourning, about the 
time he came back, in order to decieve the thief- 
takers; and had got a letter wrote, with a falſe 
mark, as 11 it came from, the 2 where he was 
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tranſported; that he died ſoon after he landed: 
and that he bad left his money, cloaths, with, 
rings and buckles, to her, to be brought over by 


the return of the ſhip P. 


By this artful means ſhe uſed, when he re- 
rd, they were not the leaſt ſuſpected ; altho? 
te and his new companion he had pick'd up, had 
committed many robberies and frauds, and in 
particular, that on Mr. Venables,.in the Tower. 
we ſhall give our readers a circumſtantial account 
of the whole tranſaction, which was as follows: 

Overan arid his new companion, went to the 
fign of the Bunch of Grapes, a public -houſe in 
the Tower, on the 18th of October laſt ; and be- 
ing genteelly dreſſed, was uſhered into a private 
room, where none but gentlemen or tradeſmen 
are admitted. They called for three penny- 
worth of rum and water, and the news paper; 


but they had not long been there, till Overan, 


by the help of a chiſſel, and a bunch of pick- 
fock keys; oon made his way into an inner room, 
where Mr. Venable's money, bank notes, &c. 
were kept in a cupbo ird, in the ſaid room. Mr. 
Venables being aſked for the news paper, in the 
under part of the houſe, ran up ſtairs. to get it 
from the gentlemen ; but on going to open the 
dobr, he found Coggan puſhing againſt it to pre- 


vent his getting into the room : However, Mr. 


Venables being the ftrongeſt, forced it open; 


and immediately diſcovering the inner- room alſo 
open, laid hold of Coggan's collar, and aſked him 
what he had been at. The ſame time Overan 


come out of the other room, and ſlipped paſt the 
555 landlord, 
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1 and thoug ht to make his eſcape with 
all the booty; wg he having the preſence of 
mind, called out at the window, Stop the 
« Fellow ;” by which means William Kerriſon, 


one of the centinals on duty, catched hold ofhim, RF... 


and carried him into the tap-room,. and deſired. 
him, if he had any thing the property of the 
landlord's, to deliver it immediately. 

Accordingly he delivered to = the three 
bank notes, and a canvas bag; and Mr. Venables 
coming into directly, he gave them to the land- 
lord, which was as follows :—Two bank Hojes 
of twenty pounds, and one of ten pounds; 
canvas bag, — wag ſeven guineas, ſeven der | 
ſizes, and a tea {| 
As ſoon as Mr. 3 regeived che above, 
he went to ſee. what other things was miſſing, 
but his wife came in and declared, that ſhe had 
loſt thirteen pounds in half crowns and other 
money. 

On the above declaration, the ſoldier put his 
hand in his pockets and pulled out part of the 
half crowns. He deſired Mrs. Venables not to 
be uneaſy, and he would deliver all to her. She 
went and held her aporn, and he put in the re- 
mainder of the half crowns, which amounted to 
thirteen pounds in all; eight guineas, and five 
quarter guineas; a ſilver ſpoon, and near three 
pounds in ſilver; which he declared was all he 
had, except a few ſhillings and a medal, his real 
ro 
1 Lerriſon put his hand in another pocket, and 


n a * of keys, which I ſuppole he Nags 
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lle ot on that occaſion ; j ** . perſon ſtand- 
ing by, found in anothier pocket, fout ot five, 
more of the ſame ſort, made on purpoſe for 
picking locks of all ſizes. .' | A 
Mr. Venables returning back; he was toned: 
| that all the money was found on Williams, other- 
viſe Overan; whom imniediately ſent for à con- 
Fable; and carried them beſore 4 Juſtice; who 
fully committed them to take their trials at the 
Old Bailey, for the above offence. | | 
On Thurſday; December the 8th;*1574, Jolin 
ZOveftin; otherwiſe Williams, and Patrick Cog- 
gan, were brought to the bar, and tried before 
Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Recorder, and a ſpecial 
Middleſex j Jury; for robbing Mr. Venables of the 
ſums before-mentiohed. _ 

The witneſs being called, ad fully proving | 
the fact to the fatic{aQtion of the court, Overan 
was caſt for death; but as none of the property 
was found on Coggan, altho* in the ſame room 
when the landlord diſcoyered the robbery, and 
drinking with this culprit; and; we may may ſup- 
poſe, equally as guilty; yet he was CN 
and the other ordered for execution. 

As ſoon as he had reccived ſentence, he was 
Zeonveyed.to one of the cells, where he behaved 
in a very becoming manner, ſuitable to his un- 
happy tate. And to the laſt had ſome faint hopes 
of a reſpit, as his girl left no ſtone unturned to 
get him off for tranſportation. 

But we ſhould think what a folly i it muſt be 
br her, to attempt to ſave the life of a man, 
a ho has ** guilty of w_ r crimes Once 
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caſt for Py rapeigrest and cranſportedy;) res 
turning before the expiration of his timr, ovbicln 
laſt offence alone is death; and now: the ſecond: 
time caſt for death a= What could he expect. 
To be guilty ef the ſame. crime, he ſo lately re- 
ceived the mercy of the lar for! What num- 
hers of unhappy wretches ſuffer for the firſt ca- 
pital offence; nay, even ſome chat are innocent! 
— Yet, though he ſuffered the hardſhips of 'a 
jail; the burthen of heavy trons ; and, even the 
dreadful horrors of a fhameful death; would not 
deter him from the old way. of life Dreadful 
thought To. think, that a young man, of 'a * 
teel family; a good education; and all the 
proſpects of happinefs , cculd ever entertain the 
choughtys of being a thief !/— + Befides, the ruin 
and 3 of his parent; the breaker of the 
commandments ; the ſcoff of all honeſt men; ane 
their forfeiting ſoul and body, and for what [SY 1 
for a day or two's idle amuſement, or the enjoy. v 
ment of a common proſtitute f——— May his 
untimely death be a caution to the young and 
ated: that they may lead a life with up- 
tightneſs and modeſty, that they may be a living 
comfort to their parents; and, when dying; an 4 
exceptable ſight to God. —__ 
-. The deceprions that his girl made ofe ot; dy | 
reporting he was dead was the means: of his not | 
being apprehended before; for thoſe' that did 
know him, would not believe him to be the ſame 
man. He has been, fince his return, very cun- 
ning and artful in his proceeditig, and took the p 
greateſt care no. to be dit covered. | 
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Since the report was made, and finding him- 
if ons of thoſe *Arioned)- to ſuffer, he was a 

rte mart doubtrub ef focceſh ,. and was very 
n Ordinary; and ir hot t Rut attend 
5 on fifth, under his winkappy*fwation' ;- and 
— han re fleCted on his paſt conduct ſaying, had he 
cake his friends advice an time, he! might have 
„ © beech a comfort £6 bis diſconſolate mother, and 
A employed the remafndertof Riscduys, to the genes 
ic ral good of carkeind! But vaing like many Tore 
ot 7 Rite obthe, for whe they fal into chat 
ul wicked aha 00 en way of lite; they ſe ldom 
'a | or cer iy ei eee or rranportation 
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ad Hanne Eid: hes women IOW heedhabited 
— Wich fü long, a girkof the tows, and generally 
Wales the F &B in the Bbrotigli. She is 
1is abocft fe feet ut inches high, red hair, - and 
dark 'brown eyes? Ske formerly! lived with ene 
Pr, a Baikff's-follo erz ſetliat whatthe 
4 got by touching a ma on the qHiLier, and ſhe 
che parker, ey lived” well) aWappeared very 


75 Gel. tf orit'ghie everlingi"With*Boatſulgh 
Bir. ock in l'of the town, ti ſeek for prey; 
ot hey Vmet one Piclcett, a notec e for ſtealing 


nic Hp „af“ after wards a chiefttakker, and he 

ne ſhewing * — tyß as they generally do, over 
choſe mi ig women, 'words: 1 ty and 

Woking her about dee Kruck kia 48:5 
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Accordingly next day he went to a Juſtice, and 
got a warrant, by ſwearing the peace again 


them, and that they threatened his life. For 
which they were both committed to the New 


* 


Jail, Southwark. | 5 

She had not been long there, and her favourite 
man neglecting her, till ſhe got acquainted with 
this Overan, Who then was under ſentence of 


tranſportation; while they were in jail, they were 


very gracious, never leaving each other, till the 


turnkey ſeperated them, at locking up time. 
«-- Soon. after. this ſhe was cleared, and followed 
her old trade again; and the fubſiſtance of the 
ſpoil ſhe got in the night, ſhe 8 ſpent it 
on him in the day time; a thing ſeldom to be 
met with from one of her ſort, to prove true to a 
_ when in trouble: Mts. 1 the W Mil- 
wood, when they have got all they can, they ge. 
nerally * firſt _ them, 6; 


-neyer ſatisfied till they work their diſtruction, 


that they may lay hold of another to ſupport | 
their, extravagent way of life, and the only one 
that drives them on to the gallows, 1 
By this account, I hope, it will be a warning 
to young and unguarded youth, that inſtead of 
getting into had company, they will be attentive 
to their tender parents, and at all opportunities, 

attend ſuch places of worſhip as they are brought 
up in, and by that means they will be. a comfort 

to them in this world, and by our Lord and 
bleſſed Redeemer, in the world to come, life 
0 7 i. * 68 
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To the PRINTER of the” LIE 
Fobn Overan, otherwiſe gn I 3 
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Sa de Ee F 
By inſerting the following hints in your New 


and uſeful Publication, if poſſible, it may be 


the means of putting a ſtop to the many dar- 
ing robberies daily committed, by expoſing 
the different ways they make uſe of; a caution 
to the unguarded; and detecting the tief, and 
ſaving the perſon's property; and you'll much 


* ö your humble ſervant, 


8 OO | of Thieves, 


To oh P U, B 1. I. C. 
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T be Aifferent Ways ant F na pratBiced by 7 bieves, | 


in and about ibis 1 
Tue firſt branch of this abominable . 


and one of the moſt loweſt, is Picking of 
[Pockets , and that is done in general by three lads, 


WhO ſtand at the corner of public ſtreets, and 


when they ſee a man or women together, or two 
men buſy in talking. one goes after them, anc. 

the other two covers him, while he picks then 
pockerz : and hands the handk * or any o. 


the · 


Huſy that belong 


3 be a caution t ſhop-kee c 
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ther article, to one of the other, who immedi- 


ately croſſes che on whole 
pocket is picked, ſhould find it 1 — they na- 


wart in erſon next him, 
7 hey him ee ene es bin ; 155 
andi it — — im, If the thief eſcape. 
The ſecond I ſhall give an account of, is termed 
Sneeks ; they go about in a night, and in the 
morning; if chey fee anfhiomtpeng and the perſon 
it, imthe yard;or back! room, 
they ſlip into the Mop: and carries off anything 
that camescto hand kikewiſe im the. morning, 
when ſervants are cleaning therhouſe, they watch 


the opportunity i hen they maid goes backwards, 


goes into the parlour or from room, and caxxies 
off plate, or any thing of value, and get off un- 
diſeo verd. 

The third degree of thieving i is on ſhop-keep- 
ers. There is aſct-of woman” that goes about 
in a genteel manner, and makes an excuſe to 
look at lace, hahdkerckiefs,{&e../and"when the 
ſhop- man turns his back to ſhew more things, 
chey. embrace the opportunity, and ſo takes 
iomething under her cloak, and at the ſame time 
bids wes money for what he ſhews her, which 


ſhe is ſure be will nat: Sept and Sener 


get off unſuſpected. 


The fourth degree. .1 is; 48 lems: [rol 
ſet of fellows, about three or four in a gang. aber 
go into a private ſtreet, in the evening and hen 
they find an opportunity, they gat out a PANE, £ 
glaſs, and carry off whatever they can lay hold 


li- 
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not to leave their ſhops' open, bit carefully hut 
them up, or ſome truſty Perſon in in Jt, 0 to rake care 
of their property. 

The fifth, and one of the dltartful; now prac- 
ticed, is, — many people, that attends church on 
Sunday, or other places of worſhip, locks their 
houſe up, and thinks their ſelf fafe when the 
key's turned; but the thieves keeps the look- 
out, and by the means of falſe-keys and other 
inſtruments, opens the door, and carries off what 
they can poſſibly. lay hold of, locks the an. 
again, and is gone. 

Now the only ,way to, prevent this, is not to 
leave the houſe without ſomebody im it, as for 
locks they are of no ſervice were thoſe villains 
come, they being furniſhed with all the neceſſary 
aparatus for that purpoſe, This ſort of work 
is practiced between lights, and the people ought 
to look about, to fee it they ſaw any of thoſe vil- 
lains ſkulking in the ge court, &c. before they 
leave their houſe. 

The ſixth, which is one of the moſt daring, 
and moſt wicked, is that of Houſe-Breaking , and 
at this time, as much followed by a ſet of harden- 
ed fellows, as any whatever; they enter the houſe . 
in the dead of night, ſtand over you with a cock'd 
piſtol, and a ſword drawn, and with the moſt 
dreadful threats, that if they ſtir or ſpeak, they 
would blow their brains out ; while his compani- 
ons robs the houſe of money, and every thing of 
value. If any deſerve puniſhment, certainly theſe 


are the moſt guilty; for a man to looſe all that 
he 


2 . 
aun . 
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be has got in, an honr's time, muſt be veiy 4: 


1 

: The method is, to guard againſt thoſe wretches, 
is, to have ſtrong croſs bars on your window- 
ſhutters, good inſide bolts to your doors, a ſhatpe 
maſtiff dog, and fire arms in the houſe; a lamp 
left burning in your room, is of infinite ſervice. 
Provided with thoſe weapons one man may ſtop 
three or tour of thoſe cowardly villains; for their 

uilty conſcietice, attended with that cloud of 
— that hings over hee heads, makes them 
often 2 wholly by the viſion of im- 
agination. eee ende 
Te ſeventh is; a Robber on the Higbiony, or a 
Foot Pad. The firſt, in general, comes in a bold 
daring manger, and clapping + pifol to your 
breaſt, demands your money. By ſome, thoſe 
are counted brave reſolute fellows ; but if a man 
was only to carry a pocket piſtol about him, the 
light of it would firight the moſt daring among 

The Foot Pads generally uſe a great deal of 
cruelty 3 for they ſeldom or ever leave the per- 
ſon, without cutting of him, or nocking him 
down, in order to prevent their following the 


thief. 
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\n Account of all the Prifoners that re- 
ceived Sentence of Death during the laſt 


December, 1774 ; before the Right Hon. 
John Wilkes, Eſq; Lord U of the 
City of London. 


The Trial of Ian Overan otberwiſe Williams, 
for robbing Mr. Venables, being juſt the ſame as 
what have been mentioned 6 . we thereforg 
think it uſeleſs to inſert it: We fhall only tale 
notice of their Defence on Trial which Was as 
fellows. 


The Defence af John Overan otherwiſe John 
; Williams. 

II leave it to my counſel; as to Coggan, I 
know nothing of them.” ; 
Coggan's Defence. 

« vent into the tap-room and called for three 
pennyworth of liquor; I was very much in 
liquor : this gentlemen came into the room and 
puſhed me out of the chair almoſt, I never faw 
his man, Williams, before.“ 

Williams, guilty Death. 

Coggan, Acquitted. 


6 Amos Merritt, was indicted for breaking and 
*1 rag 4 the ene. * of Fe Ellicott, 
«n 


aas ,jEE 


Seſſions; held from the 7th to the 1 3th of 


( 26 ) 
dn the 26th of October, about the hour of two 
in the morning, and ſtealing a ſhagreen tea cheſt 
mounted with ſilver, value five poundls, two ſil- 
ver tea canniſters, value eight pounds, a filver 
lugar baſket, value three pounds, two ſilver 
ſauſe boats, value ſix pounds, ta elve filver de 
ſert ſpoons,” value fix pounds, four ſilver tea 
ſpoons, value ten ſhillings, a filver ſauce ladle, 
a ſilver falt ladle, a filligree pool, a gold chaſed 
watch chain, a ſtone ſnuſt box mounted in gold, 
a paper machee ſnuff box 'maunted in gold, a 
miniture picture ſet in gold, an enamelled locker Il * 
in metal, a pair of garnet ear- rings, two garnet 
iprigs for the hair, two (ilk purſes, a ſhagreen 
pocket book with a ſilver claſp and pencil, a 
Pair of bead ear rings, a ſtone ear-ring, four me- 
ral rings, three ſilver medals, one gilt metal et- 
wee, a walking cane with a gold head, ditto with 
a metal one, a clock, and two two-guinea pieces, 
the property of the ſaid Edward. | 


| Merritt's Defence. 

„ Bill Hatchman and Nimmy, and Matſhu- 
met came to my the day before Mr. Ellicott's 
houſe was broke open, they ſaid they were going 
to rob a Jew ladies at Highgate, and aſked me 
if I was willing to go with them. I was very 

oorly, I had work to go to, and thought it the 
beſt, they ſaid it was a Jew ladies, and ſhe had a 


Jew maid, and that Yapper, one of the gang, was 
2 Jew, and this maid was to leave the door open 
for us to go in, and after this houſe was;robbed, 
he was de married to her. I went along with 


him 


6275 

im to Highgate to do the robbery, when we 
ame there the houſe was faſtened : I had much 
do to walk there: When we found we could 
ot do that houſe, I went a little way down Horn- 
ey-Lane with them, J faid I auth not walk any 
urther, I muſt go home. I did, and knew no- 
hing about Mr. Ellicott's robbery, nor never 
ad a halfpenny of the money, they went on 

ithout me, I was not able to 80 about my o- 
her buſineſs.“ 

. Guilty, Death. 

Note, Tais is the ſame unforturie man, who, 
about three months before this, {ſaved the life of 
one Madden, who was juſt going to be executed; 
by declaring to the ſheriffs that he was the perſon 
that committed the robbery for which he way 
going innocently to ſuffer for. | 


Charles Rogers, William Oxtoby, Joſeph Hars 
ton, and Sarah Taylor, ſpinſter, were indicted; 
the firſt three for that they in the king's highway, 
on John Gill, did make an aſſult, putting Him in 
corporal, fear of his life, and ſtealing from 
his perſon a pair of ſilver ſhoe n and 1 
a guinea in money. | 
| __ Oxtoby's 7 WHO 

„ know nothing at all of the * * 
bought them buckles of one John Kempton in 
e but J don't know where he is.“ 
EY HForton's Defenge. | --_ - 

| 4 © Iam very innocent of the affair,” 
ING Gs pur Defence. 
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buckles. I thought he came honeſt 


TY 


" I went with Oxtoby when. he | 0 the 
JD by them“ 
The three fir ft guilty-Death, and Taylor acquitted, 


William Cook was indicted for ſtealing two 
pieces of ſatin containing forty yards, value ſix- 
reen pounds, the property of John Hunt, pri- 


vately, in the ſhop of the ſaid John, Oct. 27. 


G willy Death. 


Richard Mitchell was indicted for feloniouſly 
ſecreting one letter then lately ſent by the poſt, 
by Francis Whitfield, from Lewes m the county 
of Suſſex, to Mr. John Moxham, merchant, at 
Lymington in Hampſhite, which letter then came 
to the hands and poſſeſſion of the ſaid Richard, 
Mitchell, being a perſon employed in ſorting let 
ters and packets! in the General Poſt Office, and 
which letter contained a Bank Note of the value 
of one hundred pounds, marked No. 13. 214, 
dated London, the 13th Day of September, 1774 


and ſigned by one John Warren, for the Gover- 


nor and Co. of the-Bank of England, by which 

the ſaid John, Warren for the ſaid Governor, 

did'\promiſe to pay to Mr. Apſley Brett, or bearer, 

on demand, the ſum of one hundred pounds. 
Mitchell's Defence. 

0 Pleaſe you, my Lord, I am char ed with 
embezzling letters; "ia Mr. Bedford brought 
me the note in the morning, and deſired me to 

et caſh for it; and accordingly I gave it to the 
-maid, and deſired her to get the caih ; I went out 


and never came home, or ſee the money: Bed- 


ford 


8 


ford viffted me while I was in Newgate, and pro 
miſed to ſurrender himſeif up to juſtice, if any 
darm happened to me, and begged for God's 
fake, I would not betray him. 


G il Deutb. 


Richard Hawke d was indicted for ſtealing an 
ewe ſheep, value fourteen ſhillings, and a wether 
ſheep value twenty ſhillings, the property of Da» 
nial Dyſon, Dec. th. 

Guilty Death. 


; William Pritchurd Peter Thane, and Edward 
Parker, were indicted for breaking and entering 
the dwelling-houſe of Joſeph Cruttenden, on the 
ziſt of October, about the hour of one in the 
night, and ſtealing a filver ſoup ladle, twelve 
ſilver table ſpoons, twelve tea ſpoons, a ſilver 
pint mug, two ditto ſalvers, five'ditto cruet tops, 
a ſilver coffee pot, a ditto cream pot, a ſatin 
cloak, a linen ſhirt, two 'handkerchiefs, a pair of 
Jather breeches, a linen frock, and teventy-two 
halfpence, the property of the ſaid Joſeph. 
Pritchard's Detence. 
© If bad been guilty of it, ſhould I have 
mentioned it to any body 1 did not know? I am 
in the ſame diſtreſs now feſpecting cloaths, that 1 
was before, I had an acquaintance that Jent me 
ſome moe „and I took fore things out of pawn 
with it. The gentleman Who is the ove rag 
is he laft perſon I ſhould think of robbing. 41 
never ſaw a gilt cup in the houſe. If © "had 
had this money, I ſhould had more cloaths to 
my 
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my back. I hope you'll take it into conſideta - 
tion, not to take an innocent life away. I have 
no witneſs. 2 5 | 
 Thane's Defence. | 25 
« The thing laid to my charge I am quite in- 
nocent of: I never was concerned in the robbery 
at all. As to my money I bought my buckles 
with, 4 got it by gambling. I have not been from 
my maſter above a month. I was ſhopman to 
Mr. Mackey, an orange merchant in Covent- 
Garden, fince that I have lived with Mr. Han- 
chard's in Denmark-ſtreet, Haymarket.“ 7 
12574 |; Parkere Defence: 7 


4 % know nothing at all about the affair, nor 

30 do I of the priſoners at the bar. The witneſs 

3 are men of very bad characters. One of them, 

4 Vince, was tried here for robbing his maſter, and 

1 I was a witneſs againſt him. I have no friends 

Ya in the world only God and myſelf.” . ; 
5 \ Guilty Death. | . | | "Jv 
= © Note, Pritchard was tried laſt ſeſſions, for a 


_ highway robbery, when the good character given 
| hin by Mr. Cruttenden, conduced in a great 
3 meaſure to his acquital. I 28 


| William Clifton was indicted, ſor that he, in . 
| the king's highway, in and upon Thomas Dic- 
ker, did make an aſſault, putting him in corpo- 
. ral fear and danger of his life, and ſtealing from 
his perſon a watch, and fourteen ſhillings in mo- 
(de, the property of the ſaid Thomas, the gik 
of Nov. laſt. .. ; . 
Suith Death. F 
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John Overan, Emos Merritt, William Pritch- 


ard, Peter Thane, Edward Parker, and Richard 


Mitchell, were ordered for execution on Tueſ- 
day the 10th of January, 1775; and the others 
reſpited during his Maveſty's pleaſure. P 

Accordingly the above ſix, abodt eight in the 
morning, were ordered out of their cells into the 
preſs- yard, and from thence to chapel, attended 
by the Ordinary of Newgate; and afcer praying 
with them for about halt an hour, chey returned 
into the preſs-yard again, and had their 'irons 
nock'd off; after the ſhertf had demanded their 


bodies, they were conveyed out of Newgate, and 


John  Overan, Richard Mitchell, and Amos 
Merritt, in the firſt cart; and William Pritchard, 


Peter Lane, and Edward Parker in the next: 


Overan was dreſt in a brown coat and waiſtcoar, 
ruffled ſhirt, black breeches, and white filk 
ſtookings, Mitchell was dreſſed in a full ſuit of 
mourning, and Merritt in a ſnuff-coloured fuit, 
and each a noſegay in their boſom WI 
The other three in the laſt cart were but indif- 
ferently dreſſe d, but their behaviour was decent 
and becoming their unhappy ſituation. PE 
Mitchell in particular was very earneſt inpray- 
er all the way, and moſt of his diſcourſe was to 
Overan, as Mitchell fat in the middle. When 
they arrived at the place of execution, they were 
all put into one cart, and the halters fix d about 
their necks: Overan acknowledged what he was 
going to ſuffer for was juſt, and hoped the ſtan- 


ders by, would take warning hy his unhappy 


fate, and deſired them to call an W 
; | his: 
1 ; 


cCaſions. 


A 


his: when he went u to him, he kiſs'd him, and 
ſpoke ſome few words to him, and delivered his 


hat, nack cloth, &c. 


Merritt alſo died very decently, acknowledg- 
ed the juſſneſs of his ſentence, and freely forgive 
his proſecutors. Before he was tnrn*d off, he 
took his ſhoes, and threw them in the crowd. | 

The Ordinary went up in the cart, and ſhook 
hands with Overan and Mitchell : they ſpear 
about half an hour in prayer: before he left them 


F he ſaluted Overan and Mitchell; Overan took 


hold of his hand and kiſſed it, and as ſoon as he 


let it go, Mitchell took hold of it, and preſſed it 


to his breaſt for ſome time, with his eyes caſt to- 
wards heaven. As for the other three, the Ordi - 
nary did not take ſo much notice of, whether it 


Vas becauſe they were not fo well dreſſed. I muſt 


leave to his ſuperior judgment, bur one in his 


place, I think, ought to make no difference in 


ſons, "and eſpecially on ſuch melancholy oc- 
— As ſoon as he left the cart, Mitchell 


and Overan took hold of each others hands, and 
in that manner were turned off together. „ 
When they had hung the uſual time their bo- 
dies were cut down and delivered to their friends 
for interment, and we hope the Lord has received 
their ſouls in glorr. | | | 
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